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SUB J : CARLETONVILLE SHOOTINGS 
REF: PRETORIA 3262 

1. PRESS REPORTS INDICATE THAT AT MID- AFTERNOON, ALL QUIET 
AT WESTERN DEEP LEVELS MINE, WHERE TEN BLACK WORKERS (NOT 
ELEVEN AS ORIGINALLY REPORTED BY SABC) WERE SHOT BY POLICE IN 
EARLY MORNING HOURS OF SEPTEMBER 12. 
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2. MINE IS NOW SURROUNDED BY ABOUT 100 POLICEMEN, DRAWN FROM 
CARLETONVILLE AND OTHER TOWNS IN WESTERN TRANSVAAL, 

AND ARMED WITH STEN GUNS, AUTOMATIC RIFLES, SHOTGUNS AND 
REVOLVERS. POLICE ARE STOPPING CARS AT ENTRANCE TO ENSURE 
THAT ONLY AUTHORIZED PERSONNEL ARE ALLOWED THROUGH GATES. 

THEY HAVE BEEN WORKING THROUGH DAY CONSULTING WITH MINING 
COMPANY OFFICIALS AND INTERVIEWING BLACKS AT NO. 2 HOSTEL 
WHERE RIOTING STARTED LAST NIGHT. IT IS BELIEVED THAT 
SEVERAL MINERS HAVE BEEN ARRESTED. MANY HOME-MADE WEAPONS, 
INCLUDING PANGAS AND HONED CHISELS, HAVE BEEN CONFISCATED. 

3. MINE OFFICIALS RELEASED THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT ON THE 
SHOOTINGS AT 0330 HOURS LOCAL SEPTEMBER 12, AND HAVE DECLINED 
TO COMMENT FURTHER. 

4. QUOTE: TROUBLE BROKE OUT LATE YESTERDAY AFTERNOON AT NO. 2 
HOSTEL AT WESTERN DEEP LEVELS WHEN ABOUT 80 AFRICAN MACHINE 
OPERATORS STAGED A DEMONSTRATION OVER PAY DIFFERENTIALS. 

THEY BECAME AGGRESSIVE AND THE MANAGEMENT OF THE MINE WAS 
OBLIGED TO CALL ON THE ASSISTANCE OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE 
TO RESTORE ORDER. 

WHEN THE POLICE ARRIVED, THE GATHERING DISPERSED, BUT WAS 
SOON JOINED BY MANY OTHERS. 

THEY BECAME MORE AGGRESSIVE AND TOOK UP A THREATENING 
ATTITUDE AND BEGAN TO THROW STONES, CAUSING CONSIDERABLE DAMAGE 
TO PROPERTY. 

THEY ALSO BROKE INTO AND RANSACKED THE HOSTEL'S LIQUOR OUTLET. 

A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF LIQUOR WAS STOLEN. 

AFTER TRYING ALL METHODS TO SUBDUE THE MOB, THE POLICE 
WERE THEN OBLIGED TO OPEN FIRE. 

CASUALTIES ARE 10 DEAD, 12 INJURED - THEY WERE ADMITTED TO 
THE WESTERN DEEP HOSPITAL. 

IN ADDITION, 10 OTHER AFRICANS WERE INJURED BY THE MOB 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 PRETOR 03265 121339Z 

AND WERE ALSO TAKEN TO THE HOSPITAL. 

ONE POLICEMAN WAS INJURED AND SENT TO HOSPITAL. THAT IS ALL 
WE HAVE TO SAY. UNQUOTE. 

SMITH 
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